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People in Need is closing down its humanitarian operations in the North Caucasus

14.7.2005

Press Release

After five years of work, People in Need (PIN) is closing down its humanitarian operations in the North Caucasus. The organization has been under systematic pressure from Russian authorities, who in April 2005 denied PIN’s request to renew its accreditation for work in the Russian Federation.

People in Need was one of the first international organizations to provide humanitarian aid in the North Caucasus. The first convoys of aid reached the destroyed Chechen capital of Grozny in February and March 2000, shortly after the most intensive fighting had subsided.  These were funded by “SOS Chechnya”, a public collection in the Czech Republic, and by the Czech government. 

Over time, the scope of the humanitarian projects implemented by PIN has increased dramatically. One-off food distributions have developed into longer-term programs of aid.  PIN simultaneously strove to meet the needs Chechen IDPs in Ingushetia, of whom there were at the time over 200,000, as well as to provide assistance to those left behind in Chechnya—a task that required PIN to overcome serious security and logistical obstacles. 

In the summer of 2000 PIN started implementing projects funded by agencies of the United Nations, including the construction and maintenance of a network of alternative schools for IDP children, monthly distribution of food aid to approximately 50,000 of Grozny’s neediest citizens, and distribution of roof material for the reconstruction of private homes (over 9,000 families were supplied during PIN’s tenure there). With the opening of an office in Grozny, PIN began to rehabilitate destroyed schools and hospitals—a total of 25 to date. It also ran a range of smaller-scale projects such as a mobile medical clinic for IDPs in spontaneous settlements in Ingushetia, direct aid to dozens of extremely poor people living in the cellars of destroyed buildings in Grozny, distribution of clothing to children, hygienic supplies, water filters, etc. Thousands of traumatized children in Grozny have benefitted from 12 PIN-operated psychosocial centers and 30 extracurricular activity clubs since 2002. In the past two years, PIN also operated a vocational training center for mine/UXO survivors, and a women’s center in Grozny. Following the Czech Republic’s entry into the European Union in 2004, PIN was able to expand the scope of its aid projects thanks to generous funding from the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid. 

The volume of aid administered by People in Need since 2000 has reached 600 million Czech Crowns (approximately 20 million euro), a considerable portion of which consisted of in-kind donations by UN agencies. The assistance has helped to improve the lives of hundreds of thousands of people affected by the war in Chechnya. Over twenty people from the Czech Republic and Slovakia and approximately 350 local people have worked on PIN’s projects in the North Caucasus in the course of the five years. People in Need was one of the largest and most respected humanitarian agencies working in the region, reputed for its local expertise and high-quality work that ensured aid reached those who needed it most despite the complicated working environment. 

People in Need views the Russian authorities’ decision not to extend the organization’s accreditation as unfortunate, unfounded and unfair. Some of PIN’s projects have been handed over to a local NGO, while others have been either terminated or their future remains unclear. People in Need will continue in its efforts to re-gain accreditation in the Russian Federation so that it may proceed with the provision of aid in a region where it is still sorely needed. 

Further information may be obtained from:

Mr. Simon Panek 

Director of People in Need

Ph.: +420 777 787 913 

E-mail.: simon.panek@peopleinneed.cz.   
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